76              ONE AIM AND MANY  METHODS
pressed down by poverty, and every spiritual effort for its reformation has been supported by means which aim only at reducing suffering. In my eyes the pain which belongs to the winter cold is not so terrible as the drunkenness with which the summer heat seems to fill our streets, and the want of clothes does not so loudly call for remedy as the want of interest and culture. It is sin, therefore, in its widest sense against which we are here to fight. Sin in the sense of missing the best. . .
Sin must be recognised as manifold, and anything which mars the grandeur of human life must be brought under a converting influence. Such influences are the culture which opens to men's minds the enjoyment of art and literature ; the knowledge which makes the whole world alive and binds together the human family by ties of common interest; the religion which raises men to " the ImmanueFs land," whence they see the lives of those who on earth have done the will of their Father in heaven." That all such power may be brought to bear on our people, the organisation of the parish has been started.
It has been difficult to select the extracts which "best convey Mr. Barnett's dominating thought. In the minds of many people he lives as a social reformer, as an active Poor Law administrator, as an ardent educationalist, but he was all these things and many more, because his one never-sleeping desire was to help people to live their lives in relation with God. Had we not made the, to us, momentous decision, standing opposite St. Jude's Church that day in the rain, and had his work lain in a parish where conditions were normal, I doubt if his mind would have turned in the directions it did. He would then have followed the inclination of his spirit, and taught the people religious truths. It was because they were living under circumstances which precluded them from receiving such truths, that he poured his whole life's force into improving conditions. The walls of degrading and crippling environment hid from many the light of truth. " Throw down the walls," he cried. And there were some who, annoyed by the dust and noise of the falling masonry, accused him with hard words of being indifferent to the light, and eager only to destroy boundaries. This confusion of his aims for the people with his methods to obtain them grieved him much, and though .he never replied to attacks in the Press, he took pains to explain his position to those who entrusted him with money or who joined in the work.
1876 —Men must live on the words which proceed from the mouth of God; the words are many, and come through many